The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


У" 


JOHN Е MILES 
Governor of the State of New Mexico 


= 


AN ADDRESS 


DELIVERED BY HONORABLE JOHN E. MILES, 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION 
AS GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO, IN THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE 
STATE CAPITOL AT SANTA EE, 
JANUARY 2, 1939. 


“є 


| 
| 
| 
| 


MR. CHAIRMAN, MR. CHIEF JUSTICE, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


HERE are times when a man finds ıt difficult to put into words the 

feeling he has in his heart. In taking the oath of office as Governor 
of New Mexico I have received the greatest honor of my life. I am sure 
the people realize that I am deeply grateful to them for the confidence 
they have placed in me and for the sacred responsibility they have given 
into my keeping. New Mexico occupies today the highest position among 
the sisterhood of states that she has ever enjoyed. I shall make it my 
duty to see that she retains that high position and with the advice and 
help of the people I hope to guide New Mexico to an even more honored 
place. 


The measure of success which this administration will have, depends 
to a large degree on the co-operation which we will receive from the 
people. I invite that co-operation and for my own part, the doors of the 
executive offices shall always be open to every man and woman. 


I am not burdened with false prde. In working out our problems 
involving the common good, you will always find me ready and willing 
to meet any man haif way and more than half way. I expect to base 
my actions, while governor, on the principle of the greatest good for the 
greatest number. To fulfill that purpose I pledge my time, my energy, my 
interest and~my honor. 


There has been much written and much said in the last fifty years 
about progress; about the need for developing our natural resources; about 
tapping new sources of wealth, and about accumulating dollar upon dollar. 


During the last fifty years the March of Progress in New Mexico 
has been comparatively rapid. While we have not accumulated so much 
tangible wealth as some other states, our progress on the whole has been 
sound. Some people, when they look at what our sister states have done, 
at the tremendous sources of natural wealth which they have unearthed, 
at the great populations they boast, at the millionaires they have made, 
have been inclined to get impatient with our more humble achievements. 
Too often, I believe, some of our critics fail to distinguish between devel- 
oping natural resources and looting this wealth which belongs, in the 
fmal analysis, to all of the people. 

I would like today: to briefly review the March of Progress in New 
Mexico from the beginning, to trace the permanent good which has been 
accomplished, and then to look into the future and visualize what the 
coming years may hold for us. 

It was only four hundred years ago that Coronado and his band of 
Conquistadores entered New Mexico in their search for gold. 
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Two generations after Coronado came Onate and his colonizers and 
New Mexico's first big step in the March of Progress had been taken. 


With Onate, as with the earlier conquerors, came the followers ot 
the cross, the friars whose good deeds in those early days is a story of 
courage and zeal and devotion to a cause which is unsurpassed. New 
Mexico is the cradle of Christianity in America and to those early mission- 
aries go our unstinted praise. Their courage was greater than the courage 
of soldiers because it was the courage of faith unsupported by the sword. 


The task of these pioneers was not an easy one at best. 


It probably never occurred to them, as they struggled against odds 
almost too great for human endurance, that they were contributing to the 
progress of New Mexico. They probably never realized that they were 
making history which would add to the heritage of later generations. But 
it was during these years that our cultural background was developed and 
that a philosophy of life was worked out which later generations found 
зо interesting that they named this country the “Land of Manana” and 
the “Land of Poco Tiempo.” Here was a land where men and women 
found time to enjoy the better things of life. Yet progress was on the 
march. 


Copper was found in the Black Range, mines were opened, pack 
trains carried the ore to market, and our first great industry was born. 
The golden age of romance and adventure, of high hopes and tragic dis- 
appointments, of noble sacrifice and heroic bravery which has come to 
mean so much to the artist and writer, came into being. 


The journey of Zebulon Pike was made. The Santa Fe Trail was 
blazed by a few hardy adventurers from the States and New Mexico 
became linked with both a new economic and a new cultural system. 


In а few years the "49ers followed а new trail across the state and 
herds of cattle followed in the dust of their wagon trains. Many of those 
herds remained. Other herds swept over the Sierra Nevadas from the 
west and our second great industry was born. 


With the coming of the railroad; which pushed across the Raton Pass 
in 1879, there came the home-seekers with their plows and their grain 
and a new impetus was given to our third great industry. Valleys became 
dotted with farms and our rivers were harnessed to provide an unending 
source of water for the lands of these new homeseekers. New Mexico 
‘was opened to the world, and adventurers and capitalists from many nations 
found this the promised land of opportunity. We made progress during 
that period, it is-true. But through that progress we ushered out the 
days of high romance. А 


ОЙ was discovered in several parts of the state almost simultaneously 
and enother great advance in our March of Progress was made. It is 


interesting to recall that Coronado passed over these very lands in his 
search for gold and never dreamed that greater riches could be found 
under his very feet. The 49ers, in their dash to California, also passed 
up these reservoirs of riches, since, in their own time, such wealth was 
then unheard of. 


Our March of Progress has perhaps been slow, but it has been definite. 


In order to understand the tremendous advances which have been 
made in only the last few decades we must consider the present in the light 
of the past. 


It was less than a hundred years ago that New Mexico came under 
the American flag. Our modern school system was started only fifty 
years ago. It is interesting in this connection to reflect on the fact that 
within the lifetime of some of our oldest residents the people of New 
Mexico voted on whether they should support a public school system and 
there were only 37 men in the entire state who voted to establish publicly 
supported schools. Today, I doubt if you could find 37 men who would 
vote to abolish our present free educational system. 


In the last forty-five years the number of teachers in New Mexico 
has increased seven times. The number of children attending public 
schools has likewise increased seven times and the wealth of the state 
has kept pace with this advancement and has increased seven-fold. This, 
I believe, is natural progress which we all can fully appreciate. 


Our Public Health system which has done much to prevent disease 
and to save human lives was established only twenty years ago. The value 
of this service can easily be appreciated when we realize that if the death 
rate of even 1930 had prevailed ın 1938, another thousand men and 


women and children in this state would have died. The progress in this 


field has been definite but some people probably do not appreciate it as 
greatly as they should because it has not been as spectacular as progress 
in some other fields. In a way it is unfortunate that the valuable work 
done by our health department is of such nature that it seldom makes 
the headlines. 


Several modern cities have sprung up in the last generation on land 
which formerly was devoted solely to grazing our herds of cattle and 
flocks of sheep. The railroads came only sixty years ago and our modern 
highway system has been in existence for only a quarter of a century. 

-Here progress has been so rapid that today paved highways parallel the 
ruts of the Old Santa Fe and the Old Butterfield Trails. 


In this steady March of Progress, New Mexico has gained much but 
it has also lost much. The buffalo has been exterminated and the deer 
and the antelope have been pushed back to our lest frontiers. Some of our 
forests have been denuded and many acres of our ranges have suffered 
the Tavages of erosion. 


The cowboy, who wrote his story not only into our history but into 
our literature, is gone. The Land of Poco Tiempo, the Land of Manana, 
is fast becoming the Land of Hurry and Bustle. 


Our present generation was given a great heritage of history, of cul- 
ture, of steady growth. In planning our March of Progress for the future 
we should keep in mind that there is other wealth besides that which 
comes out of the ground and that which is produced by our various 
industries. We should not give up any more of our heritage. While 
our March of Progress should not be halted, I believe it should be care- 
fully directed to preserve all of those spiritual values which are necessary 
for a well rounded, fuller life. 


Ours is the land of the pioneer. We are part of the Old West where 
hospitality is not only a pleasure but a sacred duty. 


We should remember with pride that it was in New Mexico that 
the livestock industry originated four hundred years ago. It was here 
that mining operations in the west first began. It was here the first potash 
mines were opened. It was here that the first traces of man in America 
were discovered and it was here that the first permanent habitations on 
our continent were built. It was in New Mexico that a new and beauti- 
ful type of architecture originated. We have lived under the flags of 
five nations and three civilizations have added to our traditions. 


In building for the future I believe we should ever keep in mind 
these tangible and intangible values. We should remember also that our 
greatest single asset is nature herself. She has blessed us with high moun- 
tains and great mesas, with scenery of unsurpassed beauty and with a 
climate without its equal on the face of the earth. 


I am glad to see that within the last few years more and more commun- 
ities are making use of our own New Mexico architecture not only for pub- 
lic buildings but for private dwellings as well. If this policy continues it 
‘will not be long until New Mexico is unrivalled for charm and interest. 


We should continue to invite the visitor to New Mexico, to share 
these things with us, and after he arrives we should spare no effort to make 
him feel welcome and at ease. 


The tourist business is the state’s greatest industry, and rightfully so. 
It will grow even greater as the years pass if we will just remember that 
in the old -west the stranger is always an honored guest. The latchstring 
should always be out. Nothing will ever pay such great dividends as 
courtesy. ї 

In future years our oil reserves may be exhausted and our mines 
may be worked out, but our tourist business will go on and оп. Our 
visitors come, they enjoy our mountains, our natural scenery, breathe our 
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pure air, but when they leave they cannot take with them the things 
which make our state The Land of Enchantment. And therein lies the 
great value of this business. 


We should plan our future development on the theory that what 
affects one part of the state affects the whole. We should remember 
that if we denude a forest in northern New Mexico a town in the southern 
part may be flooded. 


We need unity of action and unity of purpose in our planning. Each 
community should see beyond the borders of its own social and economic 
horizon and consider the common good. 


I do- not believe it would be either wise or profitable to attempt to 
increase to any material extent the population of our state, We can never 
be a great industrial center in the way that industry has progressed in 
the east. We do not have the water necessary to care for a great popu- 
lation. I believe this condition represents a blessing which future genera- 
tions will more and more appreciate. If our population remains small in 
numbers, we will not be burdened with angry competition for wealth. We 
will have time to know our neighbors and to make and enjoy new friends. 
1 isn't the number, but the quality of our citizenship that counts. 


Today the minds of men are troubled by events which are taking 
place in Europe. Minorities are being persecuted, freedom of religious 
worship has been denied and war and rumors of war are almost constant. 


One hundred and fifty years ago our own national constitution was 


drawn. The preamble of that constitution reads: “We, the people of the: - 


United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United 
States of America. These words should be engraven in the hearts of 
every American. We should each day thank God for one country where 
freedom remains a fact. 


In order to preserve peace in the western hemisphere it long ago 
became necessary for the United States to become the guardian angel, 
the protector, of all nations in the western world, We have guaranteed 
that no nation in this hemisphere shall be the victim of some European 
dictator's oppression and we have guaranteed to protect the peace of 
these friendly countries, — 


In the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United States and Mexico 
pledged themselves to live as Good Neighbors.” President Roosevelt 
has gone further and declared the policy of our country is to be a good 
neighbor to all nations. 
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It may be that New Mexico will play an important part in cementing 
the friendship of Latin American countries with the United States. In 
1940 we plan to celebrate the Coronado Cuarto Centennial, At that 
time we will play host to the world, but we will be more than host to, 
Latin America. We will be friends with a common background. 


It is interesting to reflect that had Cortez landed at Plymouth Rock 
instead of Mexico, all North America today might be Spanish speaking. 


New Mexico occupies a position of trust, a position of responsibility 
in our nation’s attempt to improve Pan-American relations. Here in New 
Mexico three civilizations have lived together for almost э century in 
common friendship. and understanding. We have no minority problem. 
We have only a common purpose and a common loyalty to the same 
flag. I am sure that the State of New Mexico will accept this responsibil- 
ity and do all within her power to ald our government in laying the 

emisphere. 


foundation for permanent peace in our own h 8 


In New Mexico our own course is charted. We must preserve con- 
fidence in our Institutions, give reverence and support to our churches 
and our synagogues, be tolerant in both thought and action, and plan 
and control our March of Progress so that coming generations will say 
that we unselfishly built for the future as well as for the present. 


- Through loyal adherence to this purpose, New Mexico's high place 
in the sisterhood of states is assured; and, God willing, there will be no 
doubt about the success of our program to accomplish the greatest good 
for the greatest number, 


Tonight I will lead the grand march at the inaugural ball with my 
mother. My mother’s and my wife's only wish is that when I finish my 
term of office, my record as chief executive will be such as to cause the 
people of New Mexico to remember, not that I was a great governor, 
but that I was a good governor. My sincerest hope is that I will fulfill 
that wish. Я 


I thank you. 


- MESSAGE 


OF GOVERNOR JOHN Б. MILES TO THE 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE 
- STATE OF NEW MEXICO, AS DELIVERED - 
IN JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE 
ON JANUARY 10, 1939. 
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МЕ. PRESIDENT, MEMBERS OF THE FOURTEENTH 
LEGISLATURE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


\ URING the present session of the legislature we are going to be 

faced with several difficult tasks. Many of our laws need changing 

to correct abuses which their enforcement have brought to light, Some 

laws should be repealed. A few new laws to meet our changing social 
conditions are necessary. Jee - 


Many demands will be made for increased 588955 and for new appro- 
priations. It will be your job to determine where increases are justified 
and where decreases can be made without impairing efficiency of govern- 
ment. 

I have no desire to attempt to dictate what measures you should pass 
or what Jaws you should change. I have no pet bills to suggest. I do 
wish to offer a few recommendations. 


This administration is pledged to economical government. By econ- 


omy, we mean that we will demand full value for every dollar spent. I 
have personally promised that no man or woman will be carried on the 
state & payroll who doesn’t work at the job for which he is hired. Legisla- 
tion to simplify fulfillment of this pledge should be enacted. _ 


I do not want to tax your patience by outlining in one message all 


legislation that is needed. Today I would like to briefly call your atten⸗ 


tion to a few important measures which need immediate attention or which 
I believe are desired by our citizenship in general. 


PORTS OF ENTRY -= ~=- 


Our present Ports of Entry law has drawn criticism from some parts 
of the state. I urge upon you the necessity for changing this law to the 
end that objectionable features will be eliminated. Any provisions of this 
act which might tend to place burdens or restrictions on movement by 
farm-to-market trucks of farm produce out of the state, or noncompetitive 
farm produce into the state, should be changed to eliminate such restrictions 
or burdens. It may be found necessary to repeal the present law entirely 
and combine the essential duties now. performed by the Ports of Entry 


‘with some other department. In any event, I recommend that the Port 


of Entry Board and the State Police Board be combined, since many of 
the duties of these two departments are-the same. 


MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 


I believe our citizens generally would appreciate changing the motor 
vehicle registration date from January 1 to April 1. I personally recom- 
mend such a change. X 


The provision in the present motor vehicle act requiring out-of-state 
salesmen to license their automobiles in New Mexico should be repealed. 
It incites reprisals by other commonwealths. New Mexico is essentially a 
tourist state. For that reason, if for no other, we should build good will, 
wherever possible. i 


In making changes in the motor vehicle law and the Ports of Entry law, 
special attention should be taken to see that the final bills are so drawn 
that any conflicting features in the two acts are reconciled. Much of the 
criticism over operation of the ports has arisen, not over features of the 
Ports of Entry law, but because of undesirable or conflicting features 
of the motor vehicle act. 


HIGHWAYS 


Our highway building program should be continued to the full extent 
of our ability to pay. I would like to remind the legislature at this time 
that it will take a minimum of $2,600,000 of state funds to match federal 
aid for the next two years. Funds will also have to be raised for any 
additional work to be done on the primary and secondary highway sys- 
tems by state forces and for financing our portion of highway work done 
by WPA labor. I hope that our construction program will continue until 
all major highways are paved and farm to market roads improved. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The work of the state department of public welfare should be con- 
tinued, and I recommend that the activities of the Unemployment Com- 
pensation Insurance Law and the Social Security Program be extended, 
especially as they affect aged people, just as rapidly as our economic con- 
dition will permit. I further recommend that every effort be made to 
reduce administration costs of the social security program so that more 
funds will be available for relief of the needy. А 


TAXATION 


New Mexico's budget control system is one of the finest in the Union, 
It has been a means of keeping expenditures within income. But during 
recent years there have been greater and greater demands made upon the 
state for new departments and new activities which have been urged проп 
us by the people themselves. Our educational system is growing, our 
highway system is being rapidly expanded, protection for the working 
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man has been provided by the state, partial security for the needy aged, the 
blind and the crippled has been made, our bureau of public health has 
expanded and free text books have been provided for the common schools. 

All of these are necessary governmental functions which must be 
supported. 

Greater demands for money to support the various departments and 
agencies of government will be made on this legislature than on any pre- 
vious legislature in the history of the state. 

In working out your appropriation bills, I trust. you will keep in mind 
that this administration has pledged itself not to increase tax rates and not 
to levy any new forms of taxes. Requests for increases in budget allow- 
ances should be considered in the light of this pledge. 

From present indications we cannot anticipate that the income: from 
any department of the Bureau of Revenue or from the property tax will 
will be greater in 1939 than it was in 1938. Income of some of the de- 
partments may be less. 

If any department, any institution or other governmental agency re- 
ceives an increase in its budget allowance, the legislature should make 
certain that a saving is made somewhere else fo compensate for the 
increase, " 

In order to encourage greater economy, І recommend the passage of 
a law requiring all departments of government to make public their bud- 
gets, payrolls, receipts and expenditures. 

I further recommend that legislation be enacted requiring that all pur- 
chases of supplies, materials and equipment and the building or rebuild- 


ing or surfacing of highways or other state projects or the letting of any - > 


contracts by any department of government or political sub-division be by 
competitive bid only, 


PERMANENT REGISTRATION 


In 1940 the people of New Mexico will select their candidates for 
public office under the direct primary Jaw, In order to safeguard the 
ballot of every voter and to guarantee a fair and honest election it is nec- 
essary that we provide for permanent registration of qualified electors, 
Such a law has long been needed. I urge that it be put on the list of 
MUST legislation. 


EDUCATION 


All sources of income now pledged to the maintenance of our common 
schools should be retained. Advice of the educators of the state should be 
sought in working out a more equitable system of distribution of the com- 
mon school funds. In formulating a new system we should make certain 
that educational opportunities of children in our remote communities are 
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adequately protected. I would suggest that before any bills affecting our 
general educational system are introduced, that the legislative program of 
the New Mexico Educational Association Бе studied thoroughly. 


MERIT SYSTEM 


I earnestly hope that this legislature will make provision for naming 
the employees of our penal, reform and correctional institutions on a 
merit basis. I recommend that a merit system be established for selection 
of all administrative employees, and that such selection be by competitive 


examination, both oral and written. The merit system should also apply , 


to all jobs requiring special skill or training. 

We should keep in mind, however, that in our stafe a bi-lingual situ- 
ation exists and that the person who is qualified to speak, read and write 
both Spanish and English should be given additional credit for his ability. 

The merit system which we adopt should be more flexible than the 
Civil Service employed by the national government, but all persons coming 
within its provisions should be placed on probation for a definite length of 
time to determine their ability to handle the position they seek before 
final appointment. This method has worked satisfactorily in selecting mem- 
bers of the State Police and personnel of the Ports of Entry. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


Every co-operation should be given the department of public health 
in its effort to improve sanitary conditions in our towns and cities, to 
stamp out contagious disease and to insure more healthful living conditions 
in our homes. I suggest that a state sanitary code be enacted. This code 
should be so drawn that the state will have jurisdiction over construction 
of all buildings intended to serve the public. There is no excuse for 
people to Jose their lives through asphyxiation in camp grounds because 
of poor ventilation, to mention only one result of improper supervision, 
ог no supervision at all, over construction outside of city limits. ~ 

I also recommend greater support for clinical work which the health 
department is doing in the field of oral hygiene and for its efforts to 
eradicate syphilis and other forms of venereal disease. 


LABOR 


_Certain pledges have been made to labor. Among them are: 
1. A state sanitary code, which has already been mentioned. 
2. A state use system for convict labor products. 
3. An anti-injunction act. ` 


4. Revision of existing mining inspection laws to provide greater 
protection for workmen. 
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State legen to conform. тй the present federal wages: amt hours: 
Jaw should be adopted. It will probably be found: necessary ta make: 
changes in present laws pertaining, to labor in. order to meet the changes 
which have occurred in our industrial system. Any changes which are 
made, however, and any new laws which are passed, should be fair to both 
business and labor. 


CORONADO CUARTO CENTENNIAL 


Four years ago the legislature Taid “the foundation for the celebration 
of the state’s four hundredth birthday through the Coronado Cuarto Cen- 
tennial. No appropriation was provided at that session or by the 1937 
legislature. If New Mexico is to have a celebration worthy of this great 
event, which will advertise our recreational areas and our natural resources 
to the world, and which will bring additional thousands of visitors to our 
state, not only in 1940 but in subsequent years, it is necessary that finan- 
cial assistance be given this project. Perhaps no other state in the Union 
has such a rich and varied historical and cultural background as New Мехі- 
co. The federal government has already promised financial assistance 
for this celebration and has made arrangements for other forms of aid. 
I recommend that the state support the Coronado Cuarto Centennial to the 
full extent of its financial ability, since I believe the returns we will re- 
ceive will be far greater than any amount of money which we are able 


to apply to this purpose. 


The people of the state are looking to this session of the legislature 
to complete its work quickly, thoroughly and efficiently. Establishment of 
a legislative bureau two years ago, whose duty it is fo prepare bills 
in advance of the convening of the legislature, should be of material 
assistance in expediting the work of the session. 


Economy should be your theme. 


In conclusion, I would like to say that I am fully aware of the pig 


job that lies ahead of you. My personal service, as well as that of all de- 
partments in the executive branch of government, is at your command. 
I am anxious to do whatever I can, whenever I can, to assist in expediting 
the work of this body. 


The yardstick by which this session will be measured as to accom- 
plishments’ will not be the number of bills introduced, but the quality of 
the bills which are enacted into law. I suggest that we keep in mind the 
truism that that government is best which governs least. 


I am confident that when your work is finally completed the people 


of our state will be able to say that this legislature passed the fewest 
and the wisest laws of any session in the history of our state. I am 


ГА 


=. 


EB. Fa 


— 


— 


wm ie" ER Deign Sye E 


also confident that the laws which you enact will be based on the principle 
of the greatest good for the greatest number. 


If that policy is carried out, our pledge to the people who have en- 
trusted us with their government will be fulfilled. 


I thank you. 
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